
A Study of the Book of Nehemiah

Celebrating God’s Goodness:  Leading with Joy 
(Nehemiah 12:27-43)

“The purpose of rejoicing is not so we can feel better emotionally (though that will happen). The purpose of 
joy is to glorify God by demonstrating to an unbelieving world that our loving and faithful heavenly Father 

cares for us and provides for us all that we need.” ~ Jerry Bridges 

I.  Overview 

After a time of festivities, revival, and a declaration of obedience to the Lord, the Israelites are 
now ready to dedicate the walls of Jerusalem.  Nehemiah 12:27-43 records this glorious 
moment.  With great fanfare, the priests and Levites lead the Israelites into a most memorable 
event.  One can almost sense the feeling of joy exuding from this chapter as the people give 
thanks to their God. 

II.  Dedication of the Walls of Jerusalem (12:27-43) 

v. 27 - Joy is referred to at both the beginning and the end of this section (see v. 43).  Nehemiah 
describes not only the manner in which the dedication is carried forth, but he also provides 
details of the who (i.e., Levites) and the means (i.e., via singing). 

“Harps and lyres” - These two instruments are both stringed instruments played by plucking and 
were easily portable (e.g., similar to a mandolin).  Later in this passage, trumpets are also listed 
(v. 35).   

vv. 28-29 - These singers appear to be Levites with musical talent.  The choir master, Jezrahiah, 
is mentioned in verse 42. 

v. 30 - The ceremonies begin with purification.  How exactly they purified the walls and the gates 
can be debated.  Most likely this process involved a ceremony of sprinkling, similar to the 
cleansing of private homes in Leviticus 14:49-53. 

v. 31 - Nehemiah leads the people to the top of the wall.   This is most ironic in light of the 
scoffing words of their enemies:.  In the midst of the construction project, the enemies declared: 
“If a fox should jump on the wall, he would break their stone wall down!” (Neh 4:3). 
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Note that these two groups are identified as thanksgiving choirs.  In one way, these choirs were 
the “embodiment of what they sang” (Kidner, 126). 

The exact point of origin for these two choirs appears to be the Valley Gate—the exact location 
where Nehemiah had set out on his night of inspection before the rebuilding of the wall even 
began (see 2:13).  The first group heads south and encircles half the city in a counterclockwise 
direction; while the second group heads north moving in a clockwise direction.   

vv. 32-39 - Take some time to observe several important details in this section (for example, 
names, geographical markers). 
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“These names were significant because they reminded the people (and us) of a continuity of 
leadership, a continuity that we see in all of God’s Word” (J. Salt, “Part II:  Nehemiah 12:27-43,” 
in God’s Word, 139). 

vv. 40-42 - The temple serves as the focal point of this dedicatory service.  However, as they 
travel the walls in song, they are reminded of God’s faithfulness and grace.  One commentator 
writes:  “Every inch of these ramparts had its special memory for one group or another” (Kidner, 
Ezra, Nehemiah, 376). 

The text does not state what song or songs they sang.  However, the connection with David’s 
words in Psalm 48 is most fitting.   

“Walk about Zion, go around her, number her towers, consider well her ramparts, go through 
her citadels, that you may tell the next generation that this is God, our God forever and ever.  
He will guide us forevermore” (Psalm 48:12-14). 

v. 43 - Five times the word “joy” is mentioned.  Similar to the dedication of the Temple in Ezra 
6:16-22, the people recognize God’s incredible grace and mercy as they observe once again His 
provisions. 

Nehemiah highlights that everyone celebrated with joy (e.g., leaders, singers, priests, Levites, 
men, women, and children). 

 III.  Intersect 

 A.  Joy is God-centered.  Joy stems from the gracious hand of our Lord. 

Galatians 5:22-23 - 

B.  Joy comes in remembering God’s faithfulness. 

     Psalm 33:1-5 -  

C.  Joy accompanies gratitude.  Gratitude to the Lord should always flow from the lips of a 
believer. 

Colossians 4:2 -  
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D.  Joy is not dependent upon outward circumstances, but upon an inward focus.  While the 
Israelites might be rejoicing, they are still under Persian authority, living in a city filled with 
rubble, and surrounded by individuals who seek their demise.   

Philippians 4:4 -  

E.  Joy serves as a testimony of our Lord.  As Chuck Swindoll aptly writes, “Even for all the 
money and equipment spent and used today to deliver the Christian message, there is 
still no TV station or radio tower that can match the sending power of Christians exhibiting 
God’s joy on a day-to-day basis” (Hand Me Another Brick, 112). 

Zephaniah 3:17-20 -  

For further thought . . .  

Based upon our study this morning, you may want to spend some additional time this week 
interacting with the following: 

In a recent article entitled “10 Things to Avoid that Trigger Anxiety” (https://
www.powerofpositivity.com/10-things-trigger-anxiety-avoid//), the following areas were viewed 
as the leading reasons individuals worry: 

• Overthinking 
• Finances 
• Uncertainty 
• Confrontations 
• Work 
• Losing Control 
• Aging 
• Meeting New People 
• Relationships 
• Illnesses 

Interestingly, Philippians 4:8-9 and Matthew 6:24-34 speak to ALL of these areas.  Select one of 
these 10 areas that trigger anxiety in your own life and spend some time in prayer this week 
“turning over” this area to the Lord.  You may even want to commit Philippians 4:8-9 to memory 
or share with a spouse or friend your need for accountability and prayer. 

“They are seated on the highest throne of joy, and revel in the sweetest sunshine of delight, who know 
that God is their sure possession. They who hold Him as their own by the hand of faith have greater 

riches than earth can give, and surer property than this world can amass.” - Henry Law
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