
A Study of the Book of Nehemiah

Calling for Dedication:  Leading with Priorities 
(Nehemiah 10:28-39)

“The Christian should never worry about tomorrow or give sparingly because of a possible future need.         
Only the present moment is ours to serve the Lord, and tomorrow may never come. Money is really          
worth no more than as it can be used to accomplish the Lord’s work. Life is worth as much as it is               

spent for the Lord’s service.” ~ George Muller 

I.  Overview 

Upon rehearsing God’s faithfulness, compassion, and mercy throughout Israel’s history in 
chapter 9, the Israelites respond with gratitude, repentance, and commitment.  There is a 
reversal of priorities as the people dedicate themselves to the Lord.  In so doing, the 
Israelites make an oath with the Lord that entails specific applications of the Law.  They 
establish concrete ways in which they can walk in obedience to the Lord. 

II.  Declaring an Oath of Obedience (10:28-39) 

A. Overview of the Oath (vv. 28-29) 

There are 84 individuals who sign this oath (Neh 10:1-27).  These signers include twenty-
two priests, seventeen Levites, and forty-four leaders of the people.   

v. 28 - After a list of signatories to this oath, the text resumes and fills out the declaration 
made in 9:38.  The list indicates that all ages who could understand are sharing in this oath.  
The list also “portrays the people as an ordered company, enrolled in its traditional 
groups” (Kidner, Ezra, Nehemiah, 115). 

“The curse and an oath” implies that the Israelites “recognize the justice of incurring the 
wrath of heaven should they depart from the commitment they now give” (McConville,   
Ezra and Nehemiah, 130).  See Deuteronomy 28. 

B. Particulars of the Oath (vv. 30-39) 

In the Israelites’ commitment to the entire Law (v. 29b), they highlight four areas that are 
relevant to their present situation.  In observing this list, note that while some of these 
stipulations are not spelled out in the Mosaic Law, these particulars capture the spirit of the 
Law. 

1. Dissolving Mixed Marriages (v. 30) 

The Mosaic Law forbade marriages to individuals who were not Israelites.  This edict 
was not based on racial grounds, but the need for religious purity within the camp (see      
Exod 34:12-16).  “The Jews’ promise of obedience was, at the same time, an official 
declaration of secession—they were separating themselves from a world that followed 
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the whims of the latest philosophies and pagan religions” (Swindoll, Hand Me         
Another Brick, 94-95). 

Sadly, in Nehemiah’s day, some of the Israelites pursued interracial marriages in 
attempts to garnish political and economical advantages (see Ezra 9:1-2;                      
Neh 13:23-29; Mal 2:10-16).  Similarly, in the New Testament era, Christians are not to 
pursue marriage with an unbeliever (see 2 Cor 6:14-7:1).   

2. Keeping the Sabbath (v. 31) 

Through a “loophole,” the Israelites had figured out a way to continue commercial 
activity on the Sabbath.  They would employ foreign traders, ensuring that no one was 
being put to work when buying from them on the Sabbath.  Clearly the spirit of the Law 
was being overlooked for financial reasons. 

The people also realized the importance of allowing the land to be fallow for an entire 
year every seven years; and that the poor should be allowed to enjoy the benefit of any 
produce that grew up wild during that seventh year (see Exod 23:10-11; Lev 25:4-7, 
20-22; Deut 15:1-11).    

3.  Giving of the Temple Tax (vv. 32-33) 

According to Exodus 30:11-16, everyone over the age of twenty was charged half a 
shekel every time a census was taken for the purpose of maintaining the Tabernacle.  In 
Nehemiah 10, the amount is smaller but now required annually.   

“The money was to be used for a number of the daily and periodic offerings . . . [and] 
the maintenance of the temple building itself” (Williamson, Ezra, Nehemiah, 337). 

4.  Providing Offerings in Kind (vv. 34-39) 

Some of these offerings are not specified in the Mosaic Law but necessary to 
accommodate their present situation.  As observed in Nehemiah 10 and in              
Malachi 3:8-12, the daily operations of the Temple were neglected.   

“Wood offering” - While not directly mentioned in the Pentateuch, Leviticus 6:5-6 
requires that a fire should be maintained constantly on the altar.  Prior to the exiles, the 
Gibeonites were required to furnish the wood (see Josh 9:27).  Subsequently, the 
wood’s provision became the Israelites’ responsibility.   

“Tithe of tithes” - Referenced in Numbers 18:26, the Levites, as recipients of the tithes of 
all Israel, took 10% of the tithes for personal use. 

“First fruits” - Once again the Mosaic Law specified such an offering (see Exod 23:19; 
34:26; Deut 26:1-11).  These offerings were to be used to provide for the priests (see 
Num 18:12-13). 
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The statement “We shall not neglect the house of our God” (v. 39), sums up not only the 
paragraph but also much of the concern of the post-exilic prophets, Haggai, Zechariah, 
and Malachi” (Kidner, 116). 

In examining these four particularities of the oath (i.e., mixed marriages, Sabbath, Temple 
tax, and the offerings), what do you observe?  What do these promises have in common?     

 III.  Intersect 

 A.  As a follower of Jesus, no one is exempt from service.  Just as in Nehemiah 10, the       
entire community is involved in serving the Lord. 

Ephesians 4:15-16 - 

B.  This passage demonstrates clearly that a pledge of obedience is meaningless if there is 
no tangible outworking.  Declarations of good will or intent are of no value unless they are 
translated into specific action. 

     Romans 12:1-2 -  

C.  Not only are God’s commandments important, the spirit that surrounds those instructions 
must also be heeded.   

Hosea 6:4-6 -  

D.  God’s people should be known as people of the Word.  In other words, our obedience to 
the Scriptures is a whole way of life which marks out God’s people. 

         Psalm 19:14 -  
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For further thought . . .  

Based upon our study this morning, you may want to spend some additional time this week 
interacting with the following: 

Sadly, it is easy for the people of God to conform to their culture.  The pressures of life, the 
“herd mentality,” and the attractiveness of this world can result in us letting down our guard.  
Take some time to observe these Old Testament characters and how they did not capitulate to 
their surroundings: 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in Daniel 3: 

Joshua in Numbers 13-14: 

   

Also, be sure to read Romans 12:2 and 2 Corinthians 5:16-27, noting how we, as believers, are 
to live our lives for His glory. 

“For until men recognize that they owe everything to God, that they are nourished by His fatherly care, 
that He is the Author of their every good, that they should seek nothing beyond Him – they will never 
yield Him willing service. Nay, unless they establish their complete happiness in Him, they will never  

give themselves truly and sincerely to Him.” - John Calvin
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