
A Study of the Book of Nehemiah

Witnessing a Revival:  Leading with an Emphasis on Scripture 
(Nehemiah 7:73b-8:10)

“For the full nutritional value of God’s Word to be enjoyed, it must be served up accurately, clearly, and 
seasoned with practicality.” ~ Chuck Swindoll 

I.  Overview 

The walls were built.  The gates were established.  However, the work was yet to be 
completed.  Now it was time for Nehemiah to direct the people to God’s Word.  With the 
assistance of Ezra, the leadership of Judah gathered the Israelites together for the purpose 
of hearing God’s Word.  The amazing feat of accomplishing the rebuilding of the walls was 
precipitated a great revival among God’s people. 

II.  Witnessing a Revival (7:73b-8:10) 

A.  Ezra reads the Law (7:73b-8:8) 

v. 1 - “Water Gate” - This gate was located most likely on the east side near the Gihon 
Spring (see 3:26).  While the selection of this site may have been merely for pragmatic 
reasons, one wonders why the Israelites did not gather in the Temple Court.  One scholar 
proposes that “In the choice of site we have Ezra’s deliberate proclamation that the Torah 
was greater than the Temple and its sacrifices, indeed that the Torah as such was above 
anything it might contain” (Ellison, From Babylon to Bethlehem, 47).   

Ezra was both a scribe and a priest (see Ezra 7:1-6).  He was the perfect choice for this 
reading. 

For 14 years, Ezra had longed for the day when the Israelites would ask for the Word of 
God to be taught.  Gene Getz writes, “When tempted to be discouraged, remember Ezra.  
Remember his weeks and months of prayer and weeping before God, confessing the sins 
of the people.  Remember the slow response—that it took time to both teach and model 
obedience to the will of God.  It took patience and perseverance,  But remember also that 
eventually the people did respond” (When Your Goals Seem Out of Reach, 156). 

“Book of the Law of Moses” - This phrase could refer to either all or part of the Pentateuch, 
the first five books of the Old Testament.   

What does the importance of reading the Law in Nehemiah 8 indicate concerning 
Scripture? 

v. 2 - Not only men, but also women and children gathered to hear the Word read.  From 
childhood, the importance of God’s Word was stressed (see Deut 6:6ff.). 
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v. 3 - “dawn to noon” - This period indicates that the reading lasted six or seven hours.   

Observe that the people not only requested the reading of the Law, they were also attentive 
to it. 

vv. 4-5 - “platform” or “tower” - The term is used of the platform Solomon used at the 
dedication of the first temple (see 2 Chron 6:13).  A large stage would be necessary for a 
crowd of 30,000 to 50,000 people (see 7:66-67) and to accommodate Ezra and his thirteen 
helpers. 

The identity of these men standing beside Ezra is unknown.  Scholars have proposed the 
following: 

• These men were prominent supporters of Ezra. 

• They were representatives of the people chosen to help Ezra with the reading.   

vv. 5-6 - Notice how the crowd responds to the reading of Scripture: 

vv. 7-8 - These thirteen Levites are fulfilling their role spelled out in the Old Testament (see 
Deut 33:10; 2 Chron 17:7-9; 35:3).  Some scholars believe this “teaching” simply entailed 
translating the Hebrews into Aramaic.  However, the term conveys interpretation and 
application.   

The reference to the Levites reading of the Law serves as a summary of the preceding 
paragraph.  “They” refers to Ezra and those with him.   

B. Nehemiah instructs the people (8:9-10) 

v. 9 -  Once again, Nehemiah takes the lead.   

The weeping could either stem from the people’s remorse for their own sins and failures to 
observe the Law; or the crowd was overwhelmed and moved emotionally by the hearing of 
God’s Word.   

v. 10 - A special meal accompanied the regular sacrifices (Lev 3) and many of the 
festivities/special occasions (2 Sam 6:19; 1 Chron 12:40-41).  The “rich fare” and the 
“sweet drinks” indicate “little luxuries that can turn a meal into a feast” (Kidner, Ezra, 
Nehemiah, 107).  
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There are two possible reasons why some individuals were not prepared.  Either they were 
too poor to purchase food worthy of a celebration or they were ignorant of the Law.  
Whatever the reason, the command to share was to ensure that all individuals could 
participate in the celebration.  This was a lesson Nehemiah had already stressed with the 
people in 5:14-19. 

“‘The joy of the Lord’ was the joy each Israelite felt at these festivals as he identified himself 
afresh with the community of God’s people and so appropriated in his own generation the 
salvation once bestowed upon his ancestors” (Williamson, Ezra, Nehemiah, 292).   

 III.  Intersect 

A. The importance of expository and theological teaching is vital to the life of the Church.  
All too often biblical teaching is rudimentary, doctrine is considered divisive, and 
expository preaching is seen as obsolete.   

2 Timothy 4:1-2 - 

B. Though the Scriptures are thousands of years old, they are still relevant and powerful for 
our lives today.  God’s Word is “the central source in which to discover the reality of who 
you are, of who you were created to be, and of what you are meant to do” (Guthrie, 
God’s Word, Our Story, 96). 

      2 Timothy 3:16 -  

C. Studying God’s Word serves to foster greater joy within our hearts.   

      John 15:11 -  

David M. Hoffeditz Iron-2-Iron Ministries



4

For further thought . . .  

Based upon our study this morning, you may want to spend some additional time this week 
interacting with the following: 

Does guilt over something in the past keep you from celebrating God’s grace and mercy 
today? 

Take some time to read the following passages.  Note what these texts state concerning God’s 
forgiveness. 

Romans 5:1 - 

Romans 8:1, 28-29 -  

1 John 1:9 -  

Spend some time this week rejoicing in God’s forgiveness. 

“Without the message of the Scriptures we would have nothing with which to encourage one another. We 
would have no purpose for meeting together. Our knowledge of God would be so limited we would have 
no rational object for our faith, no doctrine on which to build our hope, and no way of even knowing the 

meaning of genuine love.” - Gene Getz
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