
A Study of the Book of Nehemiah

Recognizing God’s Presence:  Leading with Understanding 
(Nehemiah 7:1-73a)

“God’s center is everywhere, His circumference nowhere.” ~ Thomas Watson 

I.  Overview 

After nearly two months, Nehemiah and the people of God had accomplished what seemed 
impossible - the rebuilding of the walls and the installation of the gates.  And yet, this chapter 
indicates that Nehemiah is not finished.  The final touches of this project involved people.  As 
Nehemiah worked with relocating individuals for the purpose of protection and ongoing 
preservation, the Israelites are reminded of how God’s presence has been with them.  
Rehearsing much of Ezra 2, Nehemiah highlights God’s role in their lives. 

II.  Recognizing God’s Presence (7:1-73a) 

A.  Protecting God’s City (7:1-5) 

v. 1 - One would have expected the Levites to be mentioned first.  A reference to the 
“gatekeepers” or police at the beginning of the list indicates the unsettled state of affairs 
and the need to augment the forces with trained men - men originating from unlikely 
sources.  All of the Israelites were needed for the protection of Jerusalem (see v. 3).  The 
mention of the singers and Levites could also indicate the importance of worship for the 
Holy City (see Kidner, Ezra and Nehemiah, 102).  This religious city relied on the role of the 
singers and the priests in its daily operations. 

Nehemiah understood that the security of the city rested not in walls and gates but in her 
people (The Jebusites made this error in 2 Samuel 5:6.).  

Why was the completion of the walls not adequate for the defense of Jerusalem? 

v. 2 - Nehemiah appoints two men to oversee the general administration of the city: 

• Hanani - Mentioned in 1:2; Hanani was Nehemiah’s brother. 

• Hananiah - HIs military prowess is noted in the text. 

What distinguished Hananiah, and Hanani for that matter, was their character and outlook.  
As noted by one commentator, “The characteristics Nehemiah deemed significant in 
others reflect creditably on his own scale of values” (Williamson, Ezra, Nehemiah, 270). 

Observe once again the importance of “fearing” God.  This reference is vital to the 
theology of the Book of Nehemiah (see 5:9, 15). 
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v. 3 - There are two ways to translate this reference to the opening of the gates: 

• “Not to be left open during the heat of the day” - This interpretation references the 
closing of the doors during the midday siesta. 

• “Opened late and closed early” - This interpretation argues that the gates were 
only opened when individuals were awake and active.  This is the preferred 
rendering. 

Nehemiah solicits the assistance of the local civilians—individuals who have a personal 
investment to protect (also, see 3:20-21). 

v. 4 - Jerusalem desperately needed to be repopulated.  After all, the walls would be poorly 
protected and cared for if there weren’t people behind them.  The people’s short term 
commitment to rebuild the walls would be futile if they were not willing to commit long term.  
The care for Jerusalem was inextricably tied to God’s reputation.   

Although houses were usually incorporated as part of the city walls (see Josh 2:15), “the 
urgency of the task meant that the walls had to go up without either embellishment or 
thought for the people’s future lifestyle” (McConville, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther, 113). 

v.5 - Nehemiah once again demonstrates his keen awareness of God’s presence.   

The purpose of the gathering of God’s people was for the purpose of a census.  With a 
clear understanding of the population, an equitable decision could be reached as to who 
should repopulate the City. 

B. Re (7:6-73a) 

vv. 6-73a - Most of these verses are addressed in Ezra 2:1-70.  The reason for the repetition 
of this material is for the importance of stressing that the community that appeared toward 
the end of the reconstruction and purification is the same community that undertook the 
initial rebuilding of the Temple nearly a century before (see Gunneweg, VTSupp 32 [181], 
136).  In so doing, the repetition of Jewish archives serves to remind the people of their 
inheritance and their calling.  It also stress the importance of God’s faithfulness.  
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 III.  Intersect 

A godly man who is seeking to do the will of the Lord will meet adversity.  The attacks are 
real, personal, and often, deceptive.  Below are a few important lessons from this chapter: 

A. The Church must not lose sight of the importance of tradition and God’s people.  We 
benefit from the lives of older saints—men and women who have rehearsed God’s grace 
and provision and can impart great wisdom and insight.   

2 Chronicles 10:6-8 - The dangers of not heeding the counsel of older men is seen in the 
devastating life of King Rehoboam. 

Ephesians 2:19-22 -  

B. Serving the Lord entails far more than effective use of talents and abilities. Even great 
accomplishments do not guarantee God’s continued blessings in the future.  The Lord 
requires men and women who seek to live a godly life regardless of what might come 
their way. 

      Micah 6:8 -  

C. We must not lose sight of God’s presence in our lives.  Whether in the challenges of life or 
in periods of great accomplishments, the Lord must be first and foremost. 

Psalm 114:7 -  
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For further thought . . .  

Based upon our study this morning, you may want to spend some additional time this week 
interacting with the following: 

Read about the loss of the Ark of the Covenant to the Philistines in 1 Samuel 4:1-22 and note 
the following concerning this passage: 

• Describe the importance of the loss of the Ark in this passage.  In so doing, observe how 
the Ark symbolized the presence of God to the Israelites. 

• Why did Israel lose God’s presence? 

• How does the Israelites’ response in 1 Samuel 4 differ from Nehemiah’s response in 
Nehemiah 7? 

What warning from 1 Samuel 4 and Nehemiah 7 can you apply to your own life?  In what 
specific ways can you honor the Lord and recognize God’s presence in Your life? 

“A heathen philosopher once asked:  ‘Where is God?’  The Christian answered:  ‘Let me first ask you, 
where is He not?’” - John Arrowsmith
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